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COFFIN JR. crashed through the

. fumy curtain of water spray and QOcto-
. ber sun draped in front of Union |
Statlon’s splashing fountain. Cars
slammed to = halt as a policeman

. waved Mr. Coflin and the 230 persons
. marching behind him across the street. |
. The husky, athleticlooking chaplain’
- |; of Yale University was going to the
Justice Department to announce that
he was going to break the law—that
ae would break it until he was arrested
. or until the United States pulled out
i of Vietnam. I{e was, in the words of
i 2 young activist following him, “put~
! ting his body on the line.”
On the steps of the Justice Departs
* ment, where he vowed to, “ald and|
. abet” young men who resist the draft,
Alr, Coffin introduced himself as “in
. more normal moments, the chaplam
¢ at Yale University.”
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Charismatic Figure

Ty UT “NORMAL MOMENTS” havel
been rare in the career of this
i handsome, 43-yearld cleric. Long. al;
‘rebel in the eyes of many of his peers,|:
“Mr. Coffin has become, since Feb-|.
.ru:u’y, an outspoken advocate of draft
Y resistance.
IHe is, to some observers, the most|
charismatic figure to emerge this year|.
¢ in the splintered opposition to the war
{ in Vietnam. He has the vitality and|"
“cool” to relate to the young, as the
. titular peace leaders cannot, and has|™*
! impeccable cstabhshment credentials] I
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i "alumini, Mr. Coffin said recently that: f
i’ “to0 many people want a chaplain to: ] .
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Py esb /t\,rxan M mster Is at Forefron{
- Of Ciavil Rights and Peace Causes, |
To Sighs of. Conservalne Peers :
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i Ala e ‘expect him eventually to
mellow.”
“Mr. Coffin's critics on the faculty no

‘
|.

“ltonger harbor such hopes. He has con- I

{sistently staked out positions more 4

radical than his peers, then moved. on’
to new stances when his once contro-
versial views become more wxdely ac-
cepted.

m the ﬁrst place. Hxs attack on frater-
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mhes at Williams Colle«e as *yn-Chris- . i
| tian” when he was chaplain there in !

- 1958 (two- students flred a shotgun -
{ blast into his house during that con-

mvolvement in civil rights are cases i
in pomt

Now, however, the Minister is ridmg'
the crest of a cause that to millions of
3 " 'Americans {5 not merely technically
I megax but also morally repugnant,

Conceding that his outspokeness has .,
brought him under tira from’ Yale'

1

‘be a nice guy, but not a good man.

- over the war difficult to dismlss,
Many of the youths marching behind
‘Mr. Coffin would have been surprisdd ||
to learn that he was an Army capta]n
and paratrooper in World War II afgd
worked for the Central Intelligenge
Agency for three years as a specialist qn

the Soviet Unioa.
’I‘he son of a successful New Yok |

“that malke his dissent and frustratioh !
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‘|i then not stand by them ... when they By
|, 'make a moral decision not to partlei- ¢! |

“How can you be dedxcated to edus
‘eating conscientious young ‘men, and ;

| pateinan immoral and illegal war?
{"* “The peace movement is broadenjng
{ its base. More and more students are

ment, not in their views « . « We cane
not shield them, but we can expose:
ourselves to the same dangers.”

‘p‘\r THE MARCH ISSUE of the Yale R
4 Alumni magazine, "Mr. Coffin dealt.
*with the same subject-on a more per-
sonal level, But he believes that what
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r Indeed, there was little in his post- ‘,

IA background to give them hopes i .
: preir e y ’1 late the war, and the law of the, land

troversy) and his early and militant "

deciding to be radical in their commit— - ‘
i
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. Even If It Means Jail o ]s t
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" the peace movement generally. . ." 'k
‘- jle sald that after “writing- letters‘
signing peutmns. attending ‘rallies, I
< standing in silent vigils ... many times -
“and for years, does [a chaplain] tuck K
his consclence into bed with the com-. ['
: forting thought, “Well, I have done my :
best, the President contlnues to csca- 1.

;- is clear'? i
", wor does he decide that having
lz chosen the road of protest he has to: 1
L choose to pursue it to the end, even &
21 if this means going:to jail?”
Mr, Coffin answer ed his question on [;
¢ Oct. 20 in front of the Justice Depart-
| ment. Aiding and abetting draft resist
.-ers is a felony, with a maximumn penal- |
ty of $10,000 fine and five years in Jail. [,

' He signed a statement that he had [

“ “aided and abetted,” and would con-
tinue to do it. :
“Mr. Coffin's stand has mnot caused
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lum problems with Yale's administra-|. .

! tion. "They understand {freedom ot p
‘ gpeech at Yale,” he says.
From the students, who have|

"'.ou a motorscooter with a pipe clenched|:
- between his teeth, there is wide addq
miration of his “bulldozing" manner. -
. After last weekend's peace demons
strauons, he returned to his comiort;
.able yellow house in. New Haven]) -
where he spends much time gardening
~and playing the piano. His wife should ./
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‘Is happening ‘to him is happemnz to |
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,‘watched him ride around the campus| % -

‘ be able to give him good pointers on \f‘
| ithe latter hobby. Her £ather is Arthm, =
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